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TEEN-AGER 
TO GET 
SCREEN TEST 


In less than a 
year, Edna McGriff, 
Harlem’s 16-year- 


tion, has reached|{ 


top billing in show 


business and will’ 


be screen tested by 
MGM for possible 


movie work. Still a¥® 


student at New 


York’s Washington § 
Irving High School, 


she springboarded | 
to the spotlight 


through her record-§ 


ing of an original 
song, Heavenly Fa- 


ther, which sold§ 
more than 200,000 j 
Opies within three} 


ths. (See “En- 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


N. J. Town Lifts Ban On Dr. Bethune 

Chastened by nationwide protests against its ban 
on Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, the Englewood, N. J., 
board of education changed its mind and agreed to 
allow the noted educator to speak at the local junior 
high school auditorium under auspices of the Ameri- 
can Legion. 

Charges of communism against Dr. Bethune were 
categorically denied by the president-emeritus of 
Bethune-Cookman College in a letter to the board 
and this letter plus the board’s own investigation 
were the basis of the board’s switch in its stand. 





| The new meeting, sponsored by the Henry Douglas 


post women’s auxiliary of the Legion, will be held 
late this month. Mayor M. Leslie Denning, who pre- 
viously upheld the ban by the school board, promised 
to personally welcome Dr. Bethune at the meeting. 




















At the time of the original 
ban, made on basis of American 
Legion charges that Dr. Bethune 
was affiliated with 20 Commu- 
nist front organizations, friends 
in Englewood rallied to her sup- 
port and she spoke at the Beth- 
any Presbyterian Church. 
Later several groups peti- 
tioned the board of education to 
lift its ban and more than 200 
persons protested at a board & 
meeting. Dr. Mary Bethune } 


Edith Sampson Blasts Bishop Walls 
Former UN delegate Edith Sampson bitterly as- 
sailed AMEZ Bishop W. J. Walls in a letter denounc- 
ing his part in arranging to have her appear on the} 
same platform with leftist singer Paul Robeson), 
without her previous knowledge. In a letter to the) 
bishop, she charged “a breach of courtesy” in asking) 
her to “make way” for Robeson at the AMEZ con-) 
ference in Brooklyn. Mrs. Sampson said the bishop} 
was guilty of conduct which was “discourteous and 
unjust, if not also duplicity.” 
NAACP Leader Nixes All Candidates 
Negroes are not happy about any of the top 
presidential aspirants, NAACP told 100 delegates 
at a voters registration rally in Montgomery, Ala. 
Roy Wilkins named candidates Sen. Estes Kefauver, 
Sen. Richard Russell, Sen. Robert Taft and Gen. 
Dwight Eisenhower as unfavorable to Negro rights. 
NAACP Secretary Walter White in New York 

































warned the Democratic Party that Negro voters will 
bolt against a party platform that compromises on 
' civil rights. He wrote Democratic Chairman Frank 
' McKinney that Negroes are “gravely concerned”’ 
over McKinney’s efforts “to tone down the 1948 
| plank on civil rights.” 
| In Washington, the names of a national Citizens 
’ For Taft Committee were announced and included 
seven Negroes. Two athletes—former Olympic star 
Jesse Owens and football player Buddy Young— 
were on the list. Another Taft supporter, Perry W. 
Howard, Republican national committeeman from 
| Mississippi, issued a challenge to anyone in the Dis- 
ime’ trict Of Columbia to debate him on Taft’s stand on 
racial issues. 


as- In Montgomery, Ala., the Alabama Prohibition 
in¢-} Party, which wants to bar the sale of liquor nation- 
the} ally, denounced FEPC legislation as “offensive and 
som) tyrannical.” 
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a A suggestion that former United Nations mediator 
ofl Ralph Bunche be Freee as a vice- poneeheniee candi- 
| 


date was made y 
inChicago | 
by influential 
radio commen- 
tator and 
top | newspaper col- 
tes? umnist Clifton 
la. Utley. The par- 
er,) ty affiliation of 
€n.| Bunche is not 
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Riot Victims Testify Against Cicero Officials 

Harvey E. Clark, Jr., and his wife, 
Johnetta, testified in Chicago against 
seven officials of Cicero, Ill., who 
face Federal charges of depriving 
Clark of his civil rights during last 
summer’s Cicero riots. Facing an all- 
white jury (5 men, 7 women) in 
US. District Court, Clark said Ci- 
cero police: 1) manhandled him; 
2) threatened his life; and 3) re- 
fused to protect himself and his 
property from the unruly mob. Mrs. Harvey Clark t 
Clark, while testifying of the abuse she and the two Clark) 
children suffered during the two hours they spent in their) 
apartment in lily-white Cicero, said one mobster asked:/ 
“Where will your kids go to school? I want to know soI 
can have my kids beat them up.” Officials on trial in-| 
cluded Cicero Mayor Henry J. Sandusky and Police Chief 
Erwin Konovsky. \ 


Bomb Home Of Negro Family In Kansas City 

An ignited bomb was thrown into the home of a Negro 
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crittenden, who moved into! 
a white Kansas City, Mo., neighborhood several months 
ago. A guest, Miss Marlene Johnson, saw the bomb sail) 
through a window and swiftly hurled it out again. Sec-} 
onds later it exploded, shattering windows in the home 
and others nearby. It was the third incident to occur 
since the couple moved in. Said Mrs. Crittenden: “We 
were told that if we moved in we would regret it. But 
we are more determined to stay than ever.” 


Negro Named U. S. Attorney In Los Angeles { 

Herbert A. Greenwood was appointed an assistant U. 8 
attorney in Los Angeles. He is the first Negro named to 
the post in that district. An Atlanta University and West- 
ern Reserve University (Cleveland) graduate, Green- 
wood will be in charge of the Federal Housing Admin- 
istration unit in Los Angeles. 
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Wi Two Mayors Greet a King. Nat “King” Cole was a guest 
performer at the recent U. S. Conference of Mayors held 
at New York’s Waldorf Astoria Hotel, where he was wel- 
comed by mayors of America’s two biggest cities, Chi- 
cago’s Mayor Martin Kennelly and New York’s Mayor 
Vincent R. Impelliteri. 


42 Per Cent Of New Housing Projects Interracial 

Forty-two per cent of the 230 new public housing proj- 
ects planned under the 1949 housing act are to be inter- 
racial, FHA administrator Raymond M. Foley told the 
fourth annual National Conference Against Discrimina- 
tion which met in New York. To chairman Robert Weav- 
er’s criticism that federal slum clearance projects remove 
many Negroes from choice city areas to other potential 
slum sites, Foley admitted that “there is much left to be 
done,” but said the FHA has “made progress.” 


Texas Farm Credit Officers Defy FEPC Order 

Farm Credit Administration district officers in Houston 
were stripped of the right to hire new employes because 
they refused to comply with a Department of Agriculture 
fair employment order. Secretary Charles F. Brannan 
gave district officers full authority to recruit personnel, 
but only if equal consideration was given job applicants 
of all races, creeds and colors. The Berkeley, Calif., office 
also defied the order. Result: new appointees in the two 
districts must be passed on in Washington. 





Ferdinand Smith, former CIO 
National Maritime secretary and a 
top Communist labor leader, was 
seized at New York’s International 
Airport by immigration officials and 
taken to Ellis Island. En route to 
London, Smith had come to the US. 
from Jamaica after being denied 
permission to enter Trinidad. He 
was accompanied by William Stra- 
chan, Caribbean Labor Congress 
secretary. Immigration Officials 
ruled neither was entitled to tran- 
sit privileges, even though they were 


Immigration Officials Seize Ferdinand Smith 



















Ferdinand Smith 


merely changing planes when arrested. 
African Student To Make 30-Day U. S. Bike Tour 


African student Mashood Adisa 
Olabisi Ajala, 22, 


begins a 30- 



















Mashood Ajala 





day cross-country bicycle tour in 
Chicago on June 12, during 
which he hopes to educate the 
American public on the progress 
his native land has made. Ajala, 
a psychology junior at Chicago's 
Roosevelt College and a native of 
Nigeria, West Africa, will stop 
to lecture at 11 major cities on! 
the way to Los Angeles. At 
tour’s end: a Hollywood recep- 
tion. He will wear on the tour, 


native costumes of Nigeria, West, 


Africa—elaborately flowered 
robes with felt-like head-dresses 


to match—which, he says, “will | 
show and prove to Americans , 


that we do not go about nakedly 
in loin clothes.” 
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o FORECAST 


_ Bunche For VP. There will be talk by some influen- 


tial Republicans proposing Ralph Bunche as a run- 
ning mate for General Eisenhower in an attempt to 


' snare Negro votes. 
Religion And Reds. The House Un-American Com- 


mittee will investigate Communist influence in Negro 
religious groups as a result of several recent reso- 
lutions passed in support of red causes. The probe, 
however, will disclose that there are no “Commu- 
nist” pastors. 


Movie To By-Pass Memphis. The 20th Century-Fox 
movie, Lydia Bailey, which stars William Marshall 
and white actress Anne Francis, will be barred from 
Memphis for the usual Lloyd Binford reasons. 


No Panty Raids. Because of the strict discipline 
which prevails in all Negro colleges, there will be 
no panty raids in any colored schools despite the 
spreading vogue in white universities. 


1951 Award Winner. A juvenile novel, Thirty-One 
Brothers And Sisters, by Reva Mirsky, will win the 
1951 Charles W. Follett $3,000 award. The book, the 
story of a daughter of a Zulu chief, is the first about 
Negroes to be published by the Chicago company. 


Negro Reporter. In order to compete with the three 
other daily papers in Chicago which all have colored 
newsmen, the Chicago Tribune will soon hire a full- 
time Negro reporter. 
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Barred From Canada, Robeson Sings Across Border 


Baritone Paul Robeson, refused entry into Canada, 
stood on American soil near Douglas, British Columbia, 
and sang and spoke to Canadians across the border. 
Loudspeakers from a platform at the International Peace 
Arch carried the Robeson program to 4,500 people in- 
cluding some Americans who listened from their side 
of the border. “Heckling” squads from American and 
Canadian veteran’s groups, who had threatened to dis- 
rupt the rally, did not appear. The rally was sponsored 
by the left-wing International Mine, Mill, and Smelter 
Workers Union. 


Nigerian Soldiers Riot, 70 Arrested 


One hundred African soldiers armed with sticks and 
crowbars rioted in Lagos, Nigeria, in protest against being 
moved from civilian quarters to barracks. Seventy of 
them were arrested after they looted stores, tore out tele- 
phone wires and set fires in downtown Lagos. 




















WNegro GIs 
Guard PW Riot- 
ers: Negro sol- 
diers of the 187th 
Combat team 
keep their rifles 
trained on Com- 
munist  prison- 
ers of war on 
Koje Island, Ko- 
rea, scene of re- 
cent rioting, as 
the POWs leave 
the prison camp 
for work details. 
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Tokyo Riot ‘Rehearsal For Revolt,’ Says Randolph 

The May Day Communist rioting in Tokyo was a re- 
hearsal for a revolution, A. Philip Randolph, president of 
the AFL Sleeping Car Porters Union, told a New York 
press conference on his return from the Far East. Ran- 
dolph witnessed the outbreak while in Tokyo as guest of 
the Japanese Labor Federation. He said the violence 
seemed premeditated, as though the leaders had staged 
the riot to give their followers enough experience to stage 
a revolution successfully. 


Natal Threatens Secession Over Jim Crow 


South Africa’s Natal 
province (see map) will 
quit the Union, an oppo- 
sition leader warned, if 
the Nationalist govern- 
ment pushes its race seg- 
regation laws through 
parliament. Sen. G. Hea- 
ton Nicholls, leader of 
the opposition United 
Party in the senate, gave 
the warning in opposing 
a government bill which 
would make parliament 
a court to decide whether 
its legislation is consti- 
tutional. Premier Daniel 
F. Malan introduced the 
bill after the Supreme Court threw out as unconstitu- 
tional a Nationalist Jim Crow law removing 50,000 colored 
persons from voting rolls. Meanwhile, Malan’s Nation- 
alist forces continued their bitter fight against opponents 
of their white supremacy policy. They kicked out of par- 
liament two men representing the colored voters of Cape 
Province, the country’s only non-white voting group. Ex- 
pelled were Sam Kahn and Fred Carneson, both accused 
of being Communists. 
































N. Y. Youth Nation’s Best Schoolboy Orator 

Charles Fleming, 17-year-old son of an Army artillery | 
officer, won the national championship in the high school 
division and a $1,000 bond at the Tenth Annual Tourna- 
ment of Orators in Detroit. Representing New York’s! 
John Adams High School, young Fleming qualified for the 
Detroit tournament by topping 10,000 other high school 
competitors—and winning another $1,000—in Eastern 
competition. 


Student Faculty Cooperation Aids Blind Coed 

Seven months of cooperative aid by student and faculty 7 
volunteer readers at Howard University permitted Miss | 
Geneva Harrison, a 23-year-old blind coed, to qualify for 
graduation next month. Last fall, when she could no 
longer afford to hire readers, Miss Harrison appealed to | 
her professors for volunteers to read textbooks to her. 
Her appeal attracted more volunteers than she could use 
—including professors. 


Yesterday In Negro History | 


May 31, 1940—Dr. Robert R. Moton, successor to 
Booker T. Washington as president of Tuskegee In- 
§ stitute, died in Capohosic, Va., at the age of 72. 
May 30, 1937—Henry O. Tanner, noted Negro painter, 
died in France at the age of 78. 

June 2, 1941—Nebraska 
passed an anti-discrimina- 
tion work bill making it un- 
lawful for employers en- 
gaged in defense work to 
§ refuse to hire workers be- 
cause of race. 

June 3, 1904—The late 
Dr. Charles Drew, co-dis- 
coverer of blood plasma, 
was born in Washington, 
D. C. 
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Dr. Charles Drew 
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Billy Graham Urges College Integration 





Evangelist Billy ?W, 
Graham urged the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention in Miami, 
Fla., to integrate Ne- 
gro students in its col- 
leges because he felt 
it the Christian duty 
of every Baptist col- 
lege to be unsegregat- 
ed. Said Rev. Graham: 
“The moral stature of 
the Baptist people can 
rise no higher than 
the policies of the 
Baptist educators.” Billy Graham 
The stand of the fiery young evangelist followed the con- 
ference’s public commendation of the few Baptist col- 
leges which have begun admitting Negro students. 


Bishop Oxnam Asks End To Church Jim Crow 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, leader of New York area 
white Methodists and co-president of the World Council 
of Churches, told an interracial congregation at St. Mark’s 
Methodist Church in Harlem that the church must use 
its influence to eliminate segregation. Speaking at the 
closing session of a conference which brought together 
for the first time in a Negro church, representatives from 
300 Negro and white Methodist congregations, he de- 
clared: “Some day Christian barriers that lie in segrega- 
tion and discrimination have to go.” 


Virginia Baptists Re-elect Dr. Smith President 

Dr. E. C. Smith, pastor of Washington’s Metropolitan 
Baptist Church, was re-elected president of the Virginia 
Baptist State Convention at the 86th annual session in 
Suffolk, Va. 
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Negro Composer, Artist Win $1,000 Grants 
Composer 
HowardSwanson 
and artist 
Charles White 
each received 
$1,000 grants 
from the Na- 
tional Institute 
of Arts and Let- 
ters in recogni- 
tion of their 
work. They were 
among 15 out- 
standing artists a 
so honored by Charles White Howard Swanson 
the institute. Swanson’s Short Symphony last year was 
chosen best orchestral work heard in Manhattan by the | 
New York Music Critic’s Circle. | 
































NEXT WEEK IN JET 


THE TRUTH ABOUT STAG PARTIES 

Almost since Adam and Eve, “a night out with the 
boys” has been part of the pattern of married life. 3 
In recent years, however, surprise raids by police 
have disclosed that many stag parties are not al- 
ways “for men only” as JET tells in an interesting, 
illustrated feature. 


NEGRO WOMEN IN THE AIR CORPS 

With Jim Crow restrictions abolished, many Negro 
women have taken up new careers in the United 
States Air Force. JET reports on the trend, shows how 
one ex-Chicago model is now faring as a first lieu- 
tenant. 


— 

















ENTERTAINMENT 


Louis Jordan Seeks To Lift ‘Junkie’ Record Ban 


Louis Jordan, whose Decca recording of Junco Partner 
has been banned by all the major networks because of 
allegedly offensive references to narcotics, is seeking to 
have the ban lifted. He is conferring with network exec- 
utives in an effort to force cancellation of the ban. Jordan 
insists the song contains “nothing that is harmful, im- 
moral or injurious to the morals of young people.” He 
also says it is his best record in four years. 


Harlem Teen-Ager To Get MGM Screen Test 
Sixteen-year-old 
Edna McGriff of 
Harlem will soon 
be screen-tested by 
MGM as a result of 
was her recording of 
the | an original tune, 
Heavenly Father, 
which sold more 
“2 | than 200,000 copies 
| within a three- 
month period. Still 
a Washington Irv- 
ing High School 
student, she is be- 
ing hailed by New 
York disc jockeys 
as “singing’s great- 
est find since Ella 
Fitzgerald.” Edna, ms A 
who is an accom- Edna McGriff 
plished pianist and composer, took her song to Jack 
Walker of Atlantic Records. Impressed with her voice, he 
coached her for a year, then got her a Jubilee Records 
session. She proved so sensational that theater bookings 
promptly began pouring in. 
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Goldwyn Fires Blackfaced ‘Moors,’ Hires Negroes 
When famed movie producer Samuel Goldwyn made an 
unexpected visit to a set where a ballet scene was being 
filmed for the forthcoming Danny Kaye film, Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen, he noted six white males in the scene made 
up as blacks. His curiosity aroused, he queried a director 
about the casting, found out that the actors were “por- 
traying Moors.” Irked, he demanded to know why Negroes 
were not used in the roles. Goldwyn ordered the whites 
fired on the spot and quickly hailed in for the parts six 
Negroes from Central Casting. 
Calypso Chanter Featured In Rita Bay worth Film 
Once-popular West In- 
dies calypso music is 
likely to get a new breath 
of life in the U. S., with 
the chanting of stocky, 
easy-going Charles 
MecNiles in Columbia’s 
new movie, Affair In 
Trinidad. The film, now 
shooting in Hollywood, 
stars Rita Hayworth and 
Glenn Ford, but one of 
its most entertaining 
features is McNiles’ sing- 
ing of his own composi- 
tion, Trouble Tree. He . ' 
composed the tune after Charles McNiles 
coming to the States from the Virgin Islands three years 
ago. It scored an immediate hit with movie people. A 
chorus runs: 
Trouble Tree, don’t bear no blossoms, 
Nobody don’t know. 
When Trouble Tree start bearing blossom, 
Somebody will know. 
Affair In Trinidad is McNiles’ second movie assignment. 
In 20th Century Fox’s Lydia Bailey, still to be released in 
the U. S., he furnished bongo background rhythm. 
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Cab Calloway Leontyne Price William Warfield 


‘Porgy’ Opens At Met Opera On Sept. 3 

The revived all-Negro musical show Porgy and Bess will 
open for a limited run at the Metropolitan Opera House 
in New York City on Sept. 3. The new Porgy will feature 
a “supercast,” including William Warfield as “Porgy,” and 
Leontyne Price and Helen Colbert alternating as “Bess.” 
Brief performances in Dallas, Texas; Los Angeles, Calif.; 
and Washington, D. C., will precede the New York appear- 
ance. Following a one month stay at the Metropolitan 
the show is scheduled to go to Berlin, Germany, to begin 
a European tour. Producers are still trying to sign Cab 
Calloway to play “Sportin’ Life.” 
Truman Capote Play To Have Mixed Cast 

A mixed cast of 30 Negro and white performers will be 
employed in The House of Flowers, the new Truman 
Capote play now being completed. The story takes place 
in Haiti. The play may go into production in September. 


Jo Baker Sued For Breach Of Contract 

Josephine Baker was named co-defendant in a $7,650 
breach of contract suit filed by band manager Arthur 
Michaud in Los Angeles Superior Court. Michaud com- 
plained that Miss Baker and her former manager, Ned 
Schuyler, failed to keep an agreement with him on the 
sale of souvenir programs at her nightclub engagements. 
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Skirts Ahoy! 


Metro - Goldwyn - 
Mayer’s technicolor 
production of Skirts 
Ahoy is a dazzling 
female manhunt 
set to music. It 
traces the progress 
of three luscious 
little sailorinas, Es- 
ther Williams, Viv- 
ian Blaine and Joan 
Evans, through the 
equivalent ofa 
Wave boot camp 
into the arms of 
three handsome 
sailors. The male part of the Navy is clearly doomed from 
the start, as to the accompaniment of romantic songs 
crooned by Billy Eckstine, the Waves begin their carefully- 
plotted campaign to lure their loved ones toward the altar. 
An attractive group of Negro Waves, selected from some 
of Hollywood’s most talented colored dancers, is seen 
briefly in the film. While Skirts Ahoy is relatively low on 
plot, it is one of the gayest, most lilting movies of the sea- 
son. The picture it paints of life in the Waves is so attrac- 
tive that many a susceptible young lady may be tempted 
to join the services. Although Skirts Ahoy falls far short 
of being the sure-fire hit that An American In Paris was, 
it will still enjoy tremendous success at the box office. 










































Billy Eckstine sings to Esther Williams. 


oOnooooOoDoDoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOo0O0OoO000000000 
Week’s Radio-TV Preview 

Jersey Joe Walcott vs. Ezzard Charles in a 15-round 
heavyweight championship bout (Thursday, June 5, at 
10 p.m. EDT) on NBC radio and television. 
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A Private Sandy Saddler, 
featherweight champ, is 
making all the corporals 
and sergeants mad down at 
Ft. Eustis in Virginia. He 
rides to the mess hall from 
his barracks in his chauf- 
fered Caddy. 


A Audiences at the new 
Broadway hit show, New 
Faces of ’52 give singer 
Eartha Kitt heavy applause 
when she sings this line in 
the revue: “Sherman Bil- 
lingsley cooks for me.” Bil- 
lingsley is Stork Club owner 
where Negroes get the 
freeze treatment. 


A Actor P. J. Sidney is 
Hollywood-bound with a 
20th Century-film contract 
in his pocket. He was last 
seen in the Broadway flop, 
Shuffie Along. 


A Bandleader Vi Burnside 
is breaking up her all-girls 
orchestra. She will devote 
most of her time to man- 
aging three apartment 
houses she owns. 


A When concert singer Ed- 
die Matthews planed for 
Paris, he left socialite Eva 
Sharpe behind with a 
broken heart. Before leav- 
ing they had words and he 
called off their wedding 
plans for July. 


A Female fans of singer 
Larry Darnell reversed the 
current vogue of panty 
raids by college males on 
co-eds dormitories. They 
stole into his dressing room 
and swiped all his under- 
wear, leaving him almost... 


A The Jimmie Gordons 
aren’t acting like happily 
married couples. He is one 
of the Four Tunes and she 
is their personal manager. 


A Rusty Faulkes, host at 
Jock’s Place, is showing 
friends an invitation from 
movie star Lana Turner for 
him and his wife to vaca- 
tion at her Hollywood home. 
Whenever the actress visits 
New York, one of her fa- 
vorite escorts is Rusty. 

















Larry Darnell 


A Ex-Katherine Dunham 
dancer Dolores Harper’s 
pedigreed pooch just won 
another blue ribbon in a 
dog show. Her pals say 
that the famed Aly Khan 
gifted her with it after he 
had applauded her dancing 
with the Dunham troupe 
last year in Paris. 


A Whenever Willie Bryant 
is paged over the loud- 
speakers in the Theresa Ho- 
tel lobby, it’s “Mayor Bry- 
ant.” 


A Altonell Matthews, fea- 
tured singer in Four Saints 
In Three Acts, refused to fly 
with the rest of the cast to 
Paris so the producers sent 
her alone by boat. What 
happens? She stays seasick 
in her cabin all the way 
across. 
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Sandy Saddler 


A When Gene Ammons 
takes his small band on a 
southern tour, they won’t 
have to worry about sleep- 
ing accommodations and 
meals. He just bought a 
$15,000 trailer that sleeps 
ten and has kitchen facili- 
ties. 


A Victory Mutual Life in- 

surance manager Ralph 

Parsons leaves the firm this 

week. He’ll go over to United 
Mutual as_ vice-president 

and agency director. 


A Wonder if the owners of 
fashionable 
cus department store in 

Dallas, Texas, know that | 
one of the best Negro archi- | 
tects in the business, Percy | 


Ifill, is working on plans 4 


for their new store there. 
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Ralph Parsons 


A Although only three 
years old, Eddie Heyward’s 
son, Junior, is already dis- 
playing musical aptitude. 
His famed piano playing 
dad just bought him a spe- 
cially-made $200 drum set 
that the young lad beats in 
Krupa fashion. 


A Emcee and producer 
Manhattan Paul back with 
his revue from Calcutta, 
India, displaying a $2500 
handmade robe which he 
says is a gift from Maha- 
rajah Rampah for whom 
they gave a command per- 
formance. Marie Bryant 
and others in the cast were 
given $500 bracelets of gold. 


A The 350-pound frame of 
bandleader Jimmy Rushing 
is shrinking since he started 


Marie Bryant 





P. J. Sidney 


on a reducing formula that 
was perfected by his grand- 
mother. Now several medi- 
cal manufacturers have of- 
fered him thousands for 
the formula. 


A Survey just completed 
revealed that male beauti- 
cians make twice as much 
money as females. Lan- 
deros, popular hair stylist 
at Rose-Meta’s, averages 
$300 weekly and can only be 
seen by appointment. 


A Record collectors are of- 
fering as high as $500 for a 
record of the late Leo Wat- 
son singing Jeepers Creepers 
with Gene Krupa’s band, 
recorded in 1940. Even back 
at that time Leo was the 
first of the bebop singers. 

—MAaAJor ROBINSON 
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Worops orf tHe Weex 


Sen. Estes Kefauver, Democratic presidential candidate, 
expressing his opinion on civil rights: “I believe in giving 
the same treatment to descendants of those who came to 
this country on the Majzflower as the descendants of those 
who came in slave ships.” 

John Chapman, New York Daily News columnist, writing 
about the Broadway closing of Shuffie Along: “It seems 
to me that the Negro was born for the stage, and when 
he isn’t being used it is the theater’s loss.” 

Sen. Hubert Humphrey (D., Minn.), national vice-chair- 
man of Americans for Democratic Action, at the group’s 
national convention in Washington, D. C.: “It is America’s 
shame that Negroes can still be asked to die beside whites 
in our armed forces but dare not ride beside them in 
busses.” 

President Harry S. Truman, reiterating that the Demo- 
cratic Party would stand firm on its civil rights-platform 
in this year’s election: “No citizen of this great country 
ought to be discriminated against because of race, re- 
ligion, or national origin. That is the essence of the 
American ideal and the American Constitution.” 

‘ Sen. Brian McMahon (D., Conn.), 
Democratic presidential aspirant: 
“There can be no compromise on 
civil rights. Either you favor codi- 
fying decency, or else you oppose 
codifying decency.” 

Judge William Hastie, speaking at 
the 75th anniversary of Jackson 
College in Jackson, Miss.: “Just as 
the law has played a large part in 
educating people into a racially 

; segregated way of life, it can play 

; mm — and is playing a large part in re- 
Judge Hastie educating them out of it.” 
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Hamilton Wright 


” Omigosh: Fiesta or no fiesta, bare Puerto Rican bam- 
bina doesn’t relish looking into face of the “devil.” Dur- 
ing 300-year-old Fiesta Santiago, the equivalent of a 
hopped-up Halloween, natives wear “devil masks” made 
from coconuts, mischievously haunt villages, chase young- 
sters through streets as part of festivities. 
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Chicago Tribune 
~ Gassed Out: Chicago police subdued William Lewis with 
tear gas after he went berserk, smashing walls and furni- 
ture in his room, and barricaded himself, threatening to 
kill anyone who came near him. Officer on ladder is wait- 
ing to help lower Lewis (head lower left of window) to 
the ground. He was tied, chained and carried from the 
building (see opposite page). He died later. 


24 





ibune 
ith 
rni- 
g to | 
ait- 
) to 
the 








United Press 


BD) Record Jump: With the grace of a ballet artist, George 
Brown of UCLA leaps to a new Coliseum Relays broad 
jump record, 25 feet, 734 inches, at Los Angeles. Brown, 
who jumped 27 feet, 4 inches in Japan last year but was 
disallowed a new world record because of a slight foul, is 
regarded as America’s sure-shot Olympic Games winner. 
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Paramount 
¥) $1,000,000 Jam Session: On a Paramount set for the 
Bing Crosby and Bob Hope movie, Road to Bali, the famed 
screen pair came off second best in an impromptu chal- 
lenge dance with their illustrious guests—the popular Step 


Brothers—as Dorothy Lamour watched. The jam session 
featuring costly talent had an appreciative audience of 
stage hands, camera-men and actors for 30 minutes. 








Re =. 


Keystone 
WY Thumbs Up: Thumbs were definitely up at the annual 
triplets convention at Palisades Park, N. J., where three- 
of-a-kind progeny convened for one of the nation’s most 
unusual three-day conferences. 
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as “As do RACE RELATIONS RULING OF THE WEEK. 

The University of Wisconsin faculty approved 
a resolution setting a deadline for the removal of all racial 
and color restrictions by student organizations. The reso- 
lution set a date for all groups to drop “charter provisions 
discriminating against candidates for membership be- 
cause of race or color.” The deadline: July 1, 1960. 


AS wis ds EXCUSE OF THE WEEK. When Washinton, 

D. C. police searched Samuel Clement last No- 
vember 15, after arresting him on a charge of dvunken- 
ness, they found several numbers slips and a rundown 
tape in his pockets. The United States Commissioner 
issued an arrest warrant against Clement, charging him 
for operating a lottery and possession of the slips. When 
Clement was brought to trial, however, District Court 
Judge F. Dickinson Letts dismissed the case on the 
grounds that the slips were “old” and had no relation to 
any pending lottery. 


JIM CROW OF THE WEEK. White and Negro 
dog owners in Atlanta must now take their pets 
to separate rabies clinics. 


WS ds ds FOILED SUICIDE OF THE WEEK. A serious 

argument with her boy friend prompted Ruth 
Furguson, 16, of Baltimore, to take her life. Carefully, she 
set fire to the building where she lived and hid herself in- 
side. But, after the blaze ignited two other buildings, Ruth 
changed her mind and fled. Magistrate Charlotte Main 
held her without bail after Ruth pleaded ‘guilty to arson. 


THIEF OF THE WEEK. New Orleans police 
searched for a Negro thief who combined traits 
of honesty and dishonesty. The thief stole three bags of 
pennies from a liquor store. He used the loot to pay his 
hotel bill. Then, he checked out. 
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‘Doctor’ Sentenced For Selling Sex To Patients 
Boston had no law on the books covering “Dr.” John 
Cephus Jenkins’ newest crime—selling sex to patients who 
came to him for psychiatric treatment. Consequently, 
when three white patients named him as the father of 
their illegitimate children, he was sentenced to eight 
years in the Massachusetts house of correction for prac- 
ticing medicine without a license. He could not be tried 
for rape, because the women said they gave themselves to 
him willingly when he prescribed his personal “love cure” 
for their ailing marriages. As a finishing touch, the fake 
doctor charged them a fee each time he had sex relations | 
with them. 


N. Y. Negro Councilman Asks Legal Gambling 

Earl Brown, only Negro member 
of the New York City Council, en- 
dorsed legalized gambling as a 
means of ending widespread bookie 
activity and rampant police cor- 
ruption. In a resolution introduced 
in the 25-man chamber, he blamed 
“hypocritical gambling laws” for 
the city’s bookie-cop tieup. He 
asked the council for a $250,000 ap- 
propriation to finance a “full and 
honest investigation” and a five- 
man committee to conduct it. 


Chicago Man Fined In Insurance Fraud 

A former Alabama insurance executive was convicted 
and sentenced -in Birmingham for defrauding a Chicago 4 
boardinghouse keeper of $30,000 over a 10-year period. 
The convicted man, T. Renfroe Eaton, was fined $1,500 on | 
charges that he persuaded the late Mrs. Dorothy H. Green ) 
to invest in the Cooperative Life and Hospital Insurance 
Co., now in liquidation. Eaton, a Chicago resident, did 4 
not contest the charge. 
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MR. & MRS. 


Unborn Baby’s Cry Is Heard By Mother 

A young Memphis mother claimed that she heard her 
unborn baby cry. Mrs. Cora Lee Williams said the baby 
cried twice—about ten minutes apart. “There was no 
mistaking it the second time,” she said. “I am scared to 
death.” A prominent Memphis obstetrician said that it is 
entirely possible that an unborn baby might cry in the 
womb. There are, he said, about 18 such cases reported 
in medical history. He explained that “air finds its way 
to the baby and brings about a reflex—the baby breathes 
in the air, then breathes it out. The expiration is the 
cry that is heard.” 
Woman Kills Husband To Stop Move To Missouri 

In Memphis 66-year-old Blanche E. Strong shot her 
common-law husband, Anderson H. Harrison, 75, to death 
because she did not want to move to Missouri with him. 
Harrison, who was felled by three bullets from a 45- 
calibre revolver which Miss Strong fired from close range, 
died shortly after being taken to the hospital. Miss 
Strong, who is being charged with murder, told police 
she had “nothing against Missouri, but just didn’t want 
to leave Memphis.” 
40 Women Arrested For Failing To Wed 

Forty jungle bachelor girls in Adansi native state, Gold 
Coast, West Africa, were arrested for failing to marry 
within a month after receiving an ultimatum from the 
government. Native authorities in Adansi reduced the 
marriage fee to 70 cents in April to spur them along. The 
“marriage or jail plan” is being enforced in five native 
states to stamp out prostitution. 
Girl, 9, Accuses White Man Of Assault 

A nine-year-old Detroit Negro girl accused a white man 
of assaulting her while her mother was away on a shop- 
ping trip. The girl, not identified by police, complained 
that Michael Wiejecha, 20, reached over an alley fence 
near her home, grabbed her wrist and offered her $3.50 
to accompany him to his garage. He denied touching the girl. 
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WHICH HAS 
THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL 
NEGRO GIRLS? 








is 





Hollywood’s Gloria Forman Harlem’s Carolle Drake is a 
is part-time model who like photographer’s favorite as 
most good-looking West model, is known as one of 
Coast girls has movie aspi- best-looking girls in Negro 
rations. community. 


For years—ever since the Negro model and actress gave 
up the bandanna for the Christian Dior gown—a fascinat- 
ing and quite irresolvable feud has raged between Harlem 
and Hollywood. Each claims the distinction of having 
the most glamorous Negro women in America. And while 
no judge would put himself in the dread position of at- 
tempting to settle the issue, the evidence which the two 
sides have on hand to support their claims is most im- 
pressive. 

Pulchritude in Hollywood and Harlem is of a high 
standard because beauties the country over naturally 
gravitate towards these two glamour spots where the 
bright lights flicker brilliantly. From the South and Mid- 
west, beauty queens look to the “Big Apple” as mecca and 
migrate to Harlem to seek their fortune—whether as a 
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y long time residents of Hollywood in their. 
“ movie days, neither of these “West Coast 


cassis n, thety 
lan, Ohio. 


In John Robert Powers’ selection of the 
most beautiful women in Negro America 
a few years ago, both Hollywood and 
Harlem were well represented. Lena 
Horne was his No. 1 choice, because of 
“her unusual personality ... beautiful 
angles in her face .. . outer and inner 
‘glow.’” Others in his top roster of love- 
lies included model Sara Lou Harris and 
Dr. Jane Wright Jones, both of New York. 

Actually gorgeous Sara Lou Harris is 
not from Harlem. Until she became a 
dancer in a popular New York night club, 
she was a teacher in North Carolina. 

Other current residents of New York 
whose names are always included on the 
rosters of the “most beautiful” are sing- 
er Marian Bruce (from Philadelphia), 
model Carol Drake (from Georgia), and 
model Jeannette Viera (from Massachu- 
setts). 

Native-born New York beauties, how- 
ever, include lovely Mary Cunningham 
who lives in Long Island, and the much- 
in-demand Sylvia Fitt, who is seen ad- 


ed ded mate one alee bapee tar vertising everything from tooth paste to 


a dancing career. top coats. 











* 








Many Hollywood Beauties 


Are Imports From Harlem 
model, an actress or as the wife of a big 
money man. And inevitably a girl with 
looks can “make it” in Harlem although 
there are those who go wrong and wind 
up as playgirls or even call girls. 
Strangely, some of the most glamorous 
of Harlem’s girls wind up in Hollywood. 
In the beauty competition between the 
two, some of Hollywood’s most comely 
dazzlers are imports from Harlem. 
When Hollywooders think of glamour, 
they think automatically of Lena Horne 
and her comely compatriot in the thea- 
trical spotlight, Dorothy Dandridge. At 
many times in their careers, both wom- 
en have been called by renowned glamour 
authorities “the most beautiful woman 
of color in the world.” Suave British 
motion picture actor James Mason once 
said of Lena: “She has one of the most 
expressive faces since Helen of Troy.” 
And of Dorothy, admirers have reserved 
their most bubbling adjectives: “sultry 
... sexy ...soothing ... upsetting.” 
But while both Lena and Dorothy were 
’ long time residents of Hollywood in their 
“a movie days, neither of these “West Coast 


a na n thetmy 
lanu, Ohio. 


In John Robert Powers’ selection of the 











* Hollywood’s Vera Francis and Dalphine Moore are typical of 

shapely bathing beauties that West Coast movie city is 

famous for. Both have done modelling and tried for movie 
careers in film capital. 


To add confusion to the issue of Harlem versus Holly- 
wood, many lovely women move between these two cities 
like nomads. Vera Francis (see cover), the glamorous 
girl who is still trying after years of being ignored to 
crash the movies, once lived in New York City. When she 
found little future in modelling in the Big City, she stud- 
ied dramatics and decided to trek West. Although Vera 
has been in Hollywood long enough now to have voting 
rights there, she still considers Boston her home town. 
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¥%& Harlem’s Sylvia Fitt is Newxm}-Harlem’s Juanita Green is 
York’s most-photographed ™ college girl who took model- 


Negro model, poses for many ing as hobby and made it 
ads in Negro publications. profession while law student. 





Another movie beauty, Dalphine Moore, a petite golden 
brown beauty with a figure that speaks volumes, is Los 
Angeles-born but recently headed East with ex-heavy- 
weight champ Joe Louis for a stay in Harlem. 

Mauri Lynn, the toast-colored beauty whom movie pro- 
ducer Robert Bassler said has a “voice like a feather 
brushing across your neck” is now being sought to fill the 
gap in Hollywood left when Lena Horne and Dorothy 
Dandridge left for the night club circuit. Recognized as 
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ollywood’s Peggy 
cQuillon was in 
“Miss Bronze L.A.” 





Few Home Towners 


an outstanding bedazzler in Los 
Angeles, Mauri will soon be seen 
in several motion pictures in- 
cluding 20th Century Fox’s Night 
Without Sleep. But the new ris- 
ing star of Hollywood is actually 
from New York City. 

Suzette Harbin, who was seen 
in Fores Of Harrow, The Jackie 
Robinson Story, Stormy Weather 
and other pictures, is residing in 
Hollywood and plans to remain 
there. Her birthplace, however, 
was in Texas. 

Los Angeles’ long-stemmed An- 
gelle DeLavallade, a magazine 
cover girl and model, became dis- 
couraged with Hollywood after 
one brief stint in Stormy Weath- 
er and moved East, living in De- 
troit and Chicago while working 
at modelling. Her birth certifi- 
cate says “New Orleans.” 

One of Los Angeles’ youngest 
new beauty finds is a home-town 
girl, 18-year-old Lynette Cobb, 
a teletype operator who was re- 
cently chosen “Miss Bronze L.A.” 

Although no one will ever ren- 
der a verdict which is satisfac- 
tory to both New Yorkers and 
Los Angelinos in the beauty bat- 
tle, one thing is quite certain: 
While both cities abound in na- 
tive-born eye-enticers, most of 
their celebrated glamour girls 
hail from some place else. 





<> MODERN LIVING 


COLONIAL JEWEL CHEST. An exact 
replica of an heirloom co- 
lonial chest, made into a jew- 
eled keepsake box, is sure to 
please anyone who loves beau- 
tiful things. It is perfect for 
jewelry, keepsakes, coins, and 
miniatures. Its five drawers 
are lined with tarnish-proof 
Pacific silver cloth. Here’s 
How of New York makes the 
chest in both pine and ma- 
hogany finishes. Price: $19.95 
each, or $37.50 a pair. Pine jewel chest. 


WASHABLE SUMMER HANDBAGS. Lightweight plastic bamboo hand- 
bags are fashion’s most practical summer accessory, be- 
cause hot weather trademarks—sticky fingers, grass 
stains, and others—vanish when you apply a soapy cloth 
to their easy-to-clean surfaces. 






AIR TIGHT BREAD BOX. A loaf-shaped bread box made of crys- | 


tal-clear, air-tight 
plastic is guaran- 
teed to keep bread 
fresh for a week. 
Easy to clean and 
odorless, the box is 
shatterproof. Man- 
ufactured by the 
Tri-State Plastic 
Molding Company, 
it is roomy enough Plastic bread bor. 
for large loaves. The lid is equipped with a red or yellow 
plastic handle. Price: $1.39. 
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REFRIGERATOR REFRESHER DISHES. 
A handy set of three dur- 
able styron plastic dishes in 
pastel shades to match 
every kitchen is now on the 
market. The sides are ta- 
pered for “nesting” when 
not in use, thereby reduc- 
ing storage space in cabi- 
nets. Manufactured by Fed- 
eral Tool Corp. of Chicago, 
the dishes are ideal for re- 
frigerator-to-table serving. 
Their spoon-tested round 
corners make it easy to re- 
move contents without 
waste. The transparent cov- 
ers seal quickly and keep Dishes keep food refreshed. 
foods fresh over a long period. Price: 98c. 


FOLDING BABY CARRIAGE. A complete “nursery on wheels” is 
provided with the new Trav-L-Eez folding baby carriage 
which serves as bassinet, buggy, stroller and auto crib. 
The bassinet is completely cushioned on coil springs, with 
shock absorbér action that does not depend upon flexing 
of carriage wheels and | —— 
frame. It can be de- 
tached for separate use 
and is completely col- 
lapsible. Made of light- 
weight, tubular steel, the 
under-carriage folds 
down for easy storage in 
the trunk of a car. All 
models are equipped with 
brakes. Finished in grey, 
blue or turquoise leath- 
erette, it is available 
through the Mahr-Buf- 
ton, Minneapolis. 









Nursery on wheels. 
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Candy made of flower petals. 
CANDIED FLOWER PETALS. Fine, imported candied flower petals 
which may be used to decorate cakes or as a tidbit sweet 
for bridge and cocktail parties are being sold for the first 
time at budget prices. The choice bits of mint leaves, 
violets and roses, whole or in petals, are packaged in at- 
tractive boxes suitable for gifts or home use. Price: $1. 


ALL-PURPOSE STAPLER. Tiny 
new stapler made by 
Speed Products, Inc. 
will mend a broken 
strap, fallen hemline 
or shoulder pad, and 
can be used for a hun- 
dred-and-one other 
household tasks such 
as sealing packages 
and mending torn 
window shades. The 
stapler comes in a 
bright blue plastic 
box, can be carried in 
the purse for any |} oe oa 
emergency. Price: 98c. Stapler for home use. 
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PLYWOOD PANELED WALLS 


Wood paneled walls were once found only in expensively 
decorated homes, but today’s ingenious designers have 
brought the luxury within the reach of most modern 
homemakers. In two or three hours, anyone who can saw 
a board can install the beautiful, moderately priced ply- 
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Attics and basements can be converted into modern dens or 
game rocms by installing attractive plywood panels. 
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wood paneling, called “Plank- 
weld,” in their homes. Avail- 
able in panels 1614 inches wide 
and six, seven or eight feet 
high, the boards fasten with 
metal clips, eliminating un- 
sightly nails. Most lumber 
companies feature it in birch, 
knotty pine, oak and mahog- 
any finishes. 


Panels can be hung quickly on 
already-attached metal clips. 








Paneling of most rooms can be 
done in two to three hours. 


43 



























SOCIETY 2 
DETROIT. Socialite members of the Study Club went all out | 0! 
to entertain 80-year-old Mrs. Lillian E. Johnson, an ex- § aq; 
newspaper woman and one of the first members of the © m 
organization. She was gifted with orchids, a memory di 
book and a golden locket inscribed 1898-1952, marking the Y 
number of years she has been active in the club. The NE 
fete was engineered by Mmes. Geraldine Bledsoe, Angel ri 
Lambert, Paul Alexander, Eva Green and Gladys Roscoe b 
... The charming Mrs. Hobart Taylor (wife of assistant g 
prosecuting attorney) staged a huge teachers’ party in H 
the swank Brewer manse as part of the local United Negro A 
College Fund campaign ... Honors for the most novel 


party of the week go to young Christine Nelson, who 
staged an old time “Vodvil Fling” for her clique. She set 
the stage among the dusty red plush drapes and antiques 
in her attic, had her pals star in routines which included 
pantomimes, minstrelry, the old soft shoe dance and the 
cake walk. 


CLEVELAND. The Out-of-Towners 
unique costume dance at the 
Chief’s Club seemed to prove 
that there is still a good bit of 
the “vamp” in even the most 
refined gentlewomen. Asked to 
wear the kind of rig they always 
secretly wanted to sport, guests 
came dressed as flappers, Sadie 
Hawkinses, Garbos and other 
species of femme fatales . . 

Among the most fashionably-at- 
tired of the beautifully groomed 
ladies at the reception for the . ‘ 
Academy of Medicine was pert Wini Lambright 
Wini Lambright who wore a maroon silk suit with navy 

accessories and her usual orchid as the final perfect fillip. 

Her husband, Dr. Middleton H. Lambright, Jr., was the | 
first Negro elected to the Academy’s Board of Directors 
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for a three-year term ... High spot of the Phi Beta 
Sigma Northern regional was the luncheon at the home 
of the A. A. Hopps, with the Sigma Shadows (frat wives) 
as hostesses . . . Verona Youngblood, president of the 
Medical, Dental and Pharmaceutical Auxiliary held tra- 
ditional open house for the group before flying to New 
York for the Girl Friends national convention. 

NEW YORK. The lilting 
rhythms of Carib- 
bean music set the 
gay tempo of the 
Haitian - American 
Artists Society’s 
seventh anniver- 
sary flag day dance 
in the Grand Ball- 
room of the Hotel 
Diplomat. The nov- 
el theme of the 
dance: “A Night in 
Haiti.” Prominent 
among the guests 
were the Hon. Louis 
Decartel, consul 
general of Haiti, his 
staff, and members 
of the United Na- 
tions delegation. 
Andre Narcisse and 
Audrey Mason per- 
formed native Haitian Society dancers. 
dances in typical island costumes, and shared applause 
with famed Haitian dancer Leon Destine, who beat out a 
drum rhythm for Donna Rae (see photo) a pretty mem- 
ber of his dance company ...A red letter day on the 
society calendar in Brooklyn will be June 15 when the 
Women’s Service League will stage its annual soiree at 
St. Philips Parish Hall .. . Forty-two young ladies were 
presented to society in the Monmouth County Cotillion 
at Asbury Park, N. J. 
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+k Return to the spotlight of Dr. Ossian H. Sweet, Sr., 
of Detroit. In the 1920s he became a national figure 
in a Motor City restrictive covenant case in which his 
house was bombed and members of a white mob were 
shot. Today he is threatened with a damage suit by 
ex-WAC Lieut. Constance Nelson, 28, for an alleged * 
assault in his office. 


sf That Cleveland dope mob which thought up the new 
angle of palming off capsules of soda and powdered ~ 
milk to addicts instead of bonafide “happy dust.” In = 
two weeks, police say the gang has peddled over $11,000 © 
worth of the phony stuff. : 


+ Ethel Waters’ announcement on the Martha Dean © f 
radio program in New York that she is finally going to 
reduce. : 


sk The green and yellow Olds that Philadelphia sports- — 
man, owner of a famous Delaware Beach resort, gave © *% 
his pretty blonde secretary in which to drive back and 
forth to his office on the cool outskirts of town. His © 
wife, who lives in high style, however, doesn’t seem to 
be upset at all. 





% 


sk The new rural ways of famous sculptress Selma Hor- 
tense Burke, who has retired to a big farm in Bucks 
County, Pa., where she spends her time raising corn. a 





t The paternity case faced by prominent Detroit physi- 
*"cian Dr. Clarence Greer. A 27-year-old woman named 
him as the father of her recently-born baby girl. * 


+. That Birmingham preacher who pulled off his shoes 

oy in a female parishioner’s home and had to leave with- 
out them when her husband returned unexpectedly. 
The “Rev.” got a note at his church from the husband, { * 
saying: “Tell Rev to come and get his . . . shoes!” 
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TALKING ABOUT . . . 
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se Virginia Gardner, Chicago’s wealthy “mink dress” lady, 

‘who quietly tied the knot with handsome young Ray 
Campbell whom she is said to have known less than 
a month. 


a The spectacular manner in which the fabulous Brother 

May, top-bracket gospel singer, raised $400 at his 
New Orleans concert for a woman whose home was 
destroyed by fire. “Mister Jesus,” as they call “Br’er” 
May, broke all existing concert attendance records at 
the New Orleans auditorium, appearing on stage in full 
royal robe sparkling with diamonds. 


The grandstand play being made for one of Cleve- 

** land’s most eligible older bachelors, Dr. Veo Beck, by 
one of the richer maidens around town. When she 
thought his love was cooling off, she tossed a birthday 
party for him, picking up a sizeable check. 


te Philadelphia Kappa affair at a swanky mid- 

town ballroom at which the bigwig Kappa official who 
headed up the annual Black and White formal ball 
got so “juiced” on the carload of whiskey he ordered 
for the occasion that he beat up his beautiful wife for 
daring to speak to a brother official who asked her for 
a dance. 


= budding romance between Charline (Tootie) 
Hairston, the Columbus, Ohio, chirper and Joe Jones, 
pianist of the popular singing group, the Five Keys. 


a The two years’ probation and $500 fine levied on famed 

fight promoter, Harry (Papa Dee) Johnson, 71, by a 
Detroit judge for interference with the organization 
of a labor union at a Motor City stove works plant. 


— denial of Birmingham’s Margaret Holliday of re- 
ports of a “coming marriage” to playboy Herman Mal- 
lard. —Dan BURLEY 
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For many years some of the 
world’s most lonesome people 
were America’s white women 
with Negro husbands. With 
few social outlets beyond a 
small circle of family and per- 
son«1 friends, they were almost 
brut-lly ostracized socially by 
the “free” white world they re- 
nounced and by most of the 
Negroes they sought to live 
among. They had no social 
links with their own people or 
with Negroes. 


Today—with interracial ac- 
tivity at a new high through- 
out the U.S.—much of this has 
changed. Few Negro social 
events are given in New York, 
center of Negro society doings, 
that do not have some white 
women in attendance. Even 
the exclusiveness of Negro so- 
rorities has been broken down 
and at least one white girl has 
been pledged into one while 
the first interracial sorority in 
history has a New York chap- 
ter with 20 members of both 
races. 


Negro social thinking has 
undergone a vast change since 
a night in 1922 when James 
Harris, a school teacher and 
member of an old Brooklyn 
family, brought a white couple 
as his guests to the Comus 
Club’s dance at the Academy 
of Music. Horrified members 
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were infuriated and argued 
long and heatedly on admis- 
sion of the couple. Finally they 
were allowed to enter. But 
Harris almost lost his mem- 
bership. 


Since then, however, it is 
nothing new for white women 
to attend these exclusive af- 
fairs with their Negro hus- 
bands or escorts. 


When George Schuyler, 
famed Pittsburgh Courier edi- 
tor and columnist, stunned the 
Negro social world in 1928 by 
marrying Joesphine Lewis of 
Fort Worth, daughter of a 
Texas banker, he found the 
marriage posed the delicate 
problem of introducing his 
Southern-born wife to Negro 
society. She successfully sur- 
mounted the many hurdles in 
her path and today is still very 
active socially. With Geral- 
dine Major, Amsterdam News 
society editor, she sat in on 
the formation this year of the 
New York chapter of Alpha 
Gamma Chi, the new interra- 
cial sorority with headquarters 
in Loveland, Colo. 

Formerly theré were power- 
ful prejudices against white 
brides of Negro men. So effec- 
tive were they that in 1936, 
some 100 New York interracial 
couples organized to demand 
that “all barriers in both races 


49 






















Interracial Dancing No Longer ‘Shocking’ 


which now ban interracial couples should end” and that 
“whites in Harlem should be accepted into civic and com- 
munity organizations on the same basis as Negroes.” 
Reporting the incident, the New York Amsterdam News 
ran this headline: “Mixed Couples Charge Ban by Both 
Races; Form Club.” Subsequently a story was headlined: 


“Intermarried Couples Open Fight to End All Barriers.” | 


Years before, the Manassa Society of Chicago and the | 
Penguin Club of New York were organized for social in- 
termingling by interracial couples. 

Since that time, however, many restrictions against 
white women ‘in Negro social life have been eased. No 
longer does the sight of Negro men dancing with white 
women at parties and 
formal dances excite 
comment for the effective | 
groundwork by the Ur- 
ban League and the 
NAACP has made such 
sights ordinary. 

“The integrated world 
for which Walter and I 
have ‘given up’ our re- 
spective circles,” says 





Poppy Cannon, wife of © 
the NAACP secretary © 
Walter White, “is a large © 
world, exciting and richly 
populous. Contrary to the 
popular belief, prevalent — 
even among the intellec- © 
tuals and sociologists, 
that an interracial cou- 
: ple is ‘rejected by both, 
Ziegfeld Follies beauty Helen Lee accepted by neither,’ we | 


Worthing Nelson committed sui- eres 
cide after being snubbed by white ave found our activities 





society over marriage to Negro. circumscribed only by 
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our health and strength and 
the non-elasticity of time.” 
At a Harvard Club lunch, 
she recalls, she was part of 
a group of eight women, 
white and Negro, there to 
plan an affair for the 
NAACP. ‘If I had any 
doubts about how these 
women might receive me as 
Walter White’s new wife,” 
she says, “they disappeared 
immediately. Certainly 
there’ was curiosity. They 
wanted to know what man- 
ner of person I was—and 
their welcome was warm.” 

Nevertheless, there are 
certain doors that have not 
yet been opened to white 
wives. These are in the pure- 
ly Negro social clubs: the 
Gay Northeasterners, the 
Links, the Jack and Jills, 
the Girl Friends, the Royal- 
ites of Chicago, the Goth- 
amettes of Harlem. Nearly 
14 years ago, the ex-Mrs. 
Sal Patrick, German-born 
wife of famed baby special- 
ist, Dr. Thomas Patrick, was 
turned down on her appli- 
cation for membership in 
the Gay Northeasterners. 
The rejection, it was said, 
was solely because she is 
white. Five years ago she 


was turned down again, this 
time by the Girl Friends. 





Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Cal- 
loway receive regular bids to 
Chicago social affairs. 





Canada Lee died keeping se- 
cret marriage to white wife, 
never tested social acceptance. 
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Sorority Pledges White Member 


However, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority recently pledged wid 
its first white member, Betty Martens of Hunter College, witl 





into its Rho Chapter. oo 
“There still is a lot of bitter hostility toward white 3 


women in our social life,” says the woman’s editor of a) som 
national weekly. “I just can’t put my finger on it, but it try 
is still there, nonetheless.” Neg 
Some white women relax socially with a highly artistic” aldi 
and intellectual group of both races. In such companys anc 
one can find Mrs. Ann Mather Montero, steel fortune Fle 
heiress from Boston’s Beacon Hill and wife of the Urban? Ch 
League’s Frank Montero. They live in a Greenwich Vil-# lak 
lage apartment. Likewise, Mrs. Kay Weatherly Pankey,® at 
wife of concert tenor Aubrey Pankey, lives quietly in? sor 
her fashionable Harlem apartment, socializes at cocktail} wh 
parties, NAACP and Urban League functions. In Chicago,® ext 
Mrs. Doris Howe Calloway, nutrition specialist and wife) mi 
) sta 











Walter White and wife Poppy Cannon find ready social accept: 
ance among Negro as well as white intellectual set. 
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of the noted physician, Dr. 
Nathaniel O. Calloway, finds 

wide social acceptance and 

with her husband is fre- 
quently seen at swank 

* Windy City society affairs. 
Strange at it may appear, 

some wealthy white women 

try to buy their way into 
Negro society. The late Ger- 

aldine McCoy of Minnesota 
pany) and her husband, Attorney 
tune} Fleetwood McCoy, Jr., of 


' at the Negro summer re- 
} sort in Idlewild, Michigan, 
ktail) where they staged series of 

} expensive parties for the 


| midwestern black and white Zhe Frank Monteros are pop- 


: ular in Greenwich Village in- 
station wagon set. The tellectual set. ° 





eth Mrs. Aubrey Pankey is very active in Harlem society, centers 
her activity around NAACP and Urban League affairs. 
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couple were asphyxiation 
victims aboard her $70,000 
luxury schooner’ yacht. 
Another interracial trag- 
edy due to the rigid social 
bars against her was that 
of Helen Lee Worthing, 
former Ziegfeld Follies 
beauty, who was married 
to Dr. Eugene C. Nelson, 
of Los Angeles. Her dope- 
wracked body was found 
in a Los Angeles apart- 
ment, August 27, 1948. She 
was married to Nelson in 
1927 following a whirlwind 
courtship. But she never 
had a chance socially. 
a Yet 
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The Fleetwocd McCoys were 


top Detroit party givers before 
death in yacht explosion. 
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The ‘George Schuylers center 
social life around career of 


daughter, Phillippa. 
Despite tremendous 
gains in the 


be much snootiness in Ne- 
gro social life. The high- 
brow attitudes that ex- 
clude thousands of Negro 
women because of their 
occupations or back- 
grounds, also tends to 
thumb out most white 
women. Most Negro wom- 
en suspect that such 
white women are primar- 
ily predatory and may 
make passes at their own 
husbands and sweethearts. 
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* Dr. Ralph Bunche suf- 
fered a back injury which 
forced him to cancel a com- 
mencement appearance at 
Wells College. Mrs. Bunche 
delivered the speech in his 
stead. 


*% Sugar Ray Robinson was 
offered $18,000 by Rich- 
mond, Va., promoter Mor- 
ris T. Longo for a three- 
week tour through the 
South as a song-and-dance 
man. 


% Ralph Ellison, the novel- 
ist, is being picture-profiled 
by Life magazine. Gordon 
Parks is shooting the pho- 
tos for the spread. 


* Dorothy Dandridge is be- 
ing sought by MGM to star 
in its proposed new movie, 
See How They Run, based 
on the prize-winning short 
story written by Negro 
school teacher, Mary Vro- 
man. 

% Enoc P. Waters, Jr., na- 
tional editor of the Chicago 
Defender, was appointed to 
the Illinois Athletic Com- 
mission by Gov. Adlai 
Stevenson. He_ replaced 


former track star Ralph 
Metcalfe in the $4,800 a 
year post. 


Oo PEOPLE o 






% Lonnie Johnson, veteran 
guitarist and blues singer, 
has been granted a British 
Ministry of labor work per- 
mit that will allow him to 
perform in the annual jazz 
festival at London’s Royal 
Festival Hall, June 28. 


% Billy Eckstine was paid 
$75,000. for his 3 minutes 
and 25 seconds of singing in 
the movie, Skirts Ahoy. 


% Wendell Phillips Dabney, 
86, famed editor of the 
Cincinnati Union, is grave- 
ly ill. 


% Hazel Scott signed a con- 
tract to record for Capitol 
Records. 


*% Ernest Anderson, who 
broke into movies with the 
help of Bette Davis while 
he was a messenger at 
Warner Bros. studio, Holly- 
wood, has been assigned a 
role in Iron Mistress. 


*% Larry Doby, Indians cen- 
ter fielder, crashed his car 
into a police squad car, 
smashing his grill, as he 
entered a Cleveland Mu- 
nicipal Stadium parking 
lot to play in a game later 
cancelled by rain. 
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Yankees May Cali Up Negro Farmhand 

Vic Powers, the hard-hitting, versatile-fielding star of 
the Kansas City Blues, appeared destined to become the 
first Negro player on the New York Yankees roster. Play- 
ing first base (he has played both infield and outfield), 
he singled to help the farm club Blues whip the Yanks 
3 to 1 in an exhibition game, subsequently drawing the 
praise of general manager George Weiss and Yankee play- 
ers. The 22-year-old athlete, batting .340, is a native of 
Acrecibo, Puerto Rico. 


Rookie Rodriquez Leads AL Third Basemen 

Hector (Hot Rod) Rodriquez, brilliant Chicago White 
Sox rookie, led American League third basemen in fielding 
with a .980 average, having committed only two errors in 
102 chances. He was purchased by the Sox from Montreal, 
a Brooklyn farm, where he won 1951 International League 
rookie-of-the-year honors. 


W Japanese Base- 
ball Stars: Mana- 
ger Hiroshi Hana- 
zaki (1) of the 
Hankyu Braves 
talks with two of 
his new players, 
Jim Newberry (c.) 
and Johnny Briton, 
loaned by the St. 
Louis Browns. Both 
pitcher Newberry 
and third baseman 
Briton, first Ne- 
groes to perform 
in Japanese ball, 
made _ impressive 
debuts with the 
club at Tokyo. 
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Detroit Women Cop ABC Bowling Title 

For the first time in the history of bowling, a team of 
Negroes won a state American Bowling Congress cham- 
pionship. Ecee Richardson and Genevieve Paige of Detroit 
won the Michigan state women’s bowling tournament 
doubles championship, winning both in handicap and 
actual pinfall divisions. They posted scores of 1290 and 
1155. 
0. W. Rhodes Best Negro Prep Vaulter 

The best Negro 
prep pole vault- 
er of all time is 
O. W. Rhodes, 
18-year-old, Tex- 
as-born student 
of Jefferson High 
School, Los An- 
geles, who 
soared to a new 
high school rec- 
ord of 13 feet, 
2 inches. The 
first Southern 
California 
vaulter to top 13 
feet this season, 
the stocky, 167- 
pound athlete 
already has 
scholarship 
offers from a 
dozen colleges. O. W. Rhodes gets set for jump. 
“He’s the most determined athlete I’ve ever coached,” says 
Jack Barry, Jeff track mentor. Rhodes first gave promise 
of his vaulting feats in last year’s championship scholas- 
tic meet at Berkeley. With his team needing two points 
to take the meet lead, he vaulted 12 feet, 9 inches, highest 
he had ever gone up to that time. This is his third season 
in the field event. 
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W Baseball Banter: When pianist-singer Nat (King) Cole 
met movie star Laraine Day at New York’s Hutton’s Res- 
taurant, it would have been natural had they talked show 
business. Instead, with Monte Irvin, the New York Giants’ 
injured outfielder, they talked baseball. Miss Day, wife 
of Giants manager Leo Durocher, conducts a nightly disc 
jockey show during the ball season. 


Week’s Sports Roundup 

@ Baseball: New York Giants outfielder Willie Mays 
was ordered to report for army duty on May 29. Mean- 
while, Don Newcombe, Brooklyn Dodgers pitcher, was on 
leave from Camp Pickett, Va., visiting his sick wife 
Freddie, in New Jersey and awaiting a report on recent 
physical examinations. 

e@ Basketball: Maryland State College center Ken 
(Strike) McBride, who scored 868 points in 45 games, was 
signed by the Syracuse, N. Y., professional cage team. 

® Boxing: Luther Rawlings, “the uncrowned light- 
weight champion,” was scheduled to meet undefeated 
welterweight Johnny Saxton in a June 4 bout at Chicago 
Stadium. Winners: Kid Gavilan, 15314, decisioned Ralph 
Zanelli, 14734, in 10 rounds at Providence, R. I.; Archie 
Moore, 183, kayoed Bob Dunlap, 180, in six rounds at San 
Francisco; Jake LaMotta, 168, decisioned Eugene (Silent) 
Hairston, 16014, in 10 rounds at Detroit. a 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doc” Young 


Get thee behind me, Caution! I’m going out on a 
limb to pick Ezzard Charles as the first heavyweight 
to make a fibber out of the sage who said, “They 
never come back,” to achieve where Fitzsimmons, 
Corbett, Jeffries, Dempsey, Schmeling, and Louis 
failed. Not only is Ezz favored here as the first 
come-backer, but it is predicted that he won’t have a 
notably tough time giving Jersey Joe Walcott the 
business when they meet at Philadelphia. 

Will the limb hold? It sounds reasonable to 
say it will. In the first place, Charles has duked 
Walcott twice in three bouts, both times nulli- 
fying his tricky shiftiness and absorbing his 
punches. When Double-Z won the title at Chi- 
cago on June 22, 1949, he never fell for one of 
Walcott’s “shuffle along” feints. The kayo at 
Pittsburgh, by split-second left hook, material- 
ized primarily because Charles, a bit over-confi- 
dent perhaps, and not exactly “right” for the 
bout, went for the feints and missed with a jab 
when he should have hooked. Charles is younger 
than Walcott by seven years, has won three 
bouts since August while Walcott has been most 
active trying to duck him. Ezz will be in excel- 
lent shape. Mentally, he’ll be fine—and properly 
mean. 

“TI feel very confident that I’ll win,” he says. “My 
chances are good for a knockout.” Although gen- 
erally he has been underrated as a heavy, it must be 
remembered that Charles always had the winning 
habit, excluding the barest few slips. He is an agile, 
skilled pugilist while Walcott, at 38, has just about 
ended his romance with Ol’ Man River. His rolling- 
along days are over. 

















BOOK | 
OF THE> THE HIDDEN FLOWER 
WEEK ( By Pearl S. Buck 


© Following the pattern of every book and movie dealing 
with mixed marriage, Pearl Buck’s latest novel, The Hid- 
den Flower (John Day, $3.50), has an unhappy, to-each- 
his-own ending. 

@ Josui, a beautiful American-born Japanese girl who 
was taken to Japan by her father, Dr. Sakai, following 
Pearl Harbor, falls in love with Lt. Allen Kennedy, son of 
an old Virginia family. When he was a young man, Josui’s 
father had also loved an American, but when he wanted 
to marry her, the girl’s brother told him at gun’s point, 
“We don’t want no damn Japs in 
our family.” In the face of the doc- 
tor’s bitterness and against the 
wishes of Allen’s parents, Josui and 
her lieutenant are married. 

® When Allen brings his bride to 
America, his mother refuses to ac- 
knowledge her, and the marriage 
laws of Virginia, which forbid Ne- 
groes from marrying whites, also 
rule out Asiatics. America had not 
changed since her father’s experi- 
a4 ence after all. 

Pearl Buck ® Miss Buck gives the theme a 
slightly new twist in that the story is told from the view- 
point of the Japanese bride. It is sympathetic in treat- 
ment, disappointing in its conclusion. After overcoming so 
many obstacles of mixed marriage, the book ends in a 
compromised love, a defeated purpose. The spectre of a 
half-caste child convinces even the less-prejudiced char- 
acters that such unions are unfortunate. Only the woman 
doctor, a Jewish refugee who delivered Josui’s baby, is 
willing to take a chance on the child. In his mixed blood 
she sees hope for a better world. 
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Negro Surgeon Reports New Ulcer Operation 


A double-nerve operation which 
may help to heal stomach ulcers 
was reported at the meeting of the 
International College of Surgeons 
in Madrid by Dr. Ulysses Grant 
Dailey of Provident Hospital in 
Chicago. He said the operation, 
which halts overactivity of the 
stomach and permits the ulcer to 
drain, will be a “boon to poor risk 
patients” who cannot safely have 
a large part of the stomach re- 
moved, as is done in sGime cases. 


Two doctors operate simultaneously, one on each nerve. 


Arkansas School Graduates First Negro Doctor 



















Dr, U. G. Dailey 








Mrs. Edith Irby Jones 


Mrs. Edith Irby Jones, 
first Negro medical student 
to enroll in a white South- 
ern university, will receive 
her M.D. degree from the 
University of Arkansas on 
June 16. She will enter the 
University Hospital imme- 
diately afterwards as its 
first colored interne. The 
wife of Dr. J. B. Jones, per- 
sonnel and guidance direc- 
tor at Arkansas AM and N 
College in Pine Bluff, Mrs. 
Jones plans to specialize in 
pediatrics. During her four 
years at the University’s 
Medical School, she treated 
both Negro and white pa- 
tients. 
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Dr. Curtis King, astride prize pal- 


omino, surveys his 
$125,000 ranch near 
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et hobby—a 
os Angeles. 


Negro doe z) ndis- 
putably the ‘piggest 
income group among 
U.S. Negroes today 
with average five-fig- 
ure incomes annual- 
ly, have hobbies which 
often cost them more 
than most Negroes 
earn in a year. For 
unlike the country 
doctor of yesteryear, 
wedded to his profes- 
sion on a 24-hour, 
year-round schedule, 
today’s 4,000 Negro 
medics with an es- 
timated annual in- 
come of nearly $75,- 












000,000, find time to indulge during their leisure time in 
everything from home movies to dude ranches and deep- 
sea fishing. Many of them have become as famous for 
their expensive sideline pursuits as for their professional 
skills. 

Perhaps not typical, but indicative of how successful 
Negro doctors spend their leisure, is Los Angeles physi- 


7 cian-surgeon Dr. Curtis King. His lavish Rancho Shan- 
: » gri-La, located just a few hours from the city and built 
' at a cost of $125,000, is a showplace of the West Coast. 


He also owns a String of rare palomino horses which have 
won ribbons at a score of horseshows and rank among the 
nation’s best. 

More unique and perhaps less expensive is the hobby of 
Howard University Drs. W. Montague Cobb and J. Richard 
Laurey. The two are members of the St. Georges String 
quartet, a non-professional group of musicians who, since 
1935, have gotten together on Saturday nights strictly for 





egro 
cs String quartet is Saturday night pastime of Washington’s Prof. 
in- Louie Jones, Dr. W. Montague Cobb, J. Lawrence Dockings and 
$75,- Dr. J. Richard Laurey. 
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Medic Composes Hit Songs 


“longhair” kicks. Directed by Prof. Louie V. Jones, of 
Howard’s Music School, and supported by “outsider,” J. 
Lawrence Dockings of the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
the four play “Beethoven to beer” concerts only for re- 
laxation.. Quips Dr. Cobb: “We were forced to stop ap- 
pearing in public because we did not want to be taken 
seriously as musicians.” 

Dr. Walter Merrick, head of Harlem Hospital’s Depart- 
ment of Physical Medicine, has turned what was once 
only a hobby into a good-paying sideline. He collaborated 
with bandleader Louis Jordan on the hit calypso tune: 
Run Joe, also has other calypso compositions, Chicken 
Gumbo, Too Much Weight and Home enjoying popularity 
with bands in the U.S. and West Indies. 

In earlier life, Dr. Merrick’s musical talent had a more 
serious twist. He scored the operetta Black Empire as a 
Howard University medical student. His Go "Way Gal, I 
Like Your Sister Better, pressed for the defunct Victor 












: oe 

Dr. Walter Merrick has com- Dr. Edward C. Mazique regu- 

posed hit calypso tunes while larly leaves his Washington 

off-duty from a thriving New office to hook “big ones” in 
York practice. tropical waters. 
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Gramophone Co., in 1920, 
was the first calypso song 
ever recorded. Today, Dr. 
Merrick is a_ recognized 
authority on native West 
Indies music. 

Deep-sea fisherman Dr. 
Edward C. Mazique, 41, is 
one of the few Negroes who 
troll tropic waters for big- 
game fish. His biggest 
catches: a pair of nine-foot 
swordfish, boated off Aca- 
pulco, Mexico, last March 


ee 
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which weighed in at 250 pounds. 

Handsome, sandy-haired Dr. Arthur Logan, after office 
hours, turns his bone surgeon skill to cabinet-making. His 
modern, precision-built furniture graces a comfortable 
New York apartment, cuts down on household expenses. 
His latest job: a chest of drawers for his wife’s birthday. 


Dr. Arthur Logan of New York 
spends spare time as cabinet 


maker, dabbles in culinary 
arts on side. 
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Dr. Walter Davis’ collection of 

hunting guns in his Los An- 

geles home has few equals in 
U.S. He hunts too. 
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A physician, poet and so- 
cialite, Dr. Binga Dismond 
is perhaps the best example 
of New York’s fabled “yacht 
and Cadillac set.” A week- 
end sailor since 1935, Dr. 
Dismond has owned three 
sizeable yachts, but plans 
this year to buy a smaller 
one. 

Although kept busy as 
one of Los Angeles’ most 
sought-after surgeons, Dr. 





Walter Davis, 41, still finds 


time to make 
hunting junkets to Mon- 
tana and Mexico. He con- 
fesses he has bagged only 
one deer in 20 years. 


frequent | 


Dr. Binga Dismond, Long Is- 


land physician, poet, yachts- 
man, has owned three big ex- 
pensive boats in recent years. 





Dr. Anthony Beale, Houston’s Dr. Thomas Amos, New York 
bachelor socialite, pours huge TB specialist, is skilled por- 
sums into photo lab. trait photographer. 
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DOCTORS AND THEIR HOBBIES 


Negro doctors in the upper income, 
bracket have become as well known fo oe) 
{ 





often fabulously-expensive hobbies, ‘as 

well as professional know-how. In‘ of 

hours, some sail ocean-going ya¢hts ie ae of 
breed $20,000 horses or travel to tropics M2 

waters for big game fish. Tennis cham- . 
pion Dr. Reginald Weir of New: York 

cultivated his costly hob bby for 35 year 

It has rewarded him infedps and trophi 

and a reputation as perhapssthe nation’s. 

best Negro competitor. (See melcteine. 










